
‘Youthfulness’ and regional language imaginations 
 
Dr. Hia Sen 
 
This sessional will explore the varied ways in which youthfulness has been/is 
imagined in specific historical, regional and linguistic contexts. As such, 
articulations of ‘youthfulness’ in regional language sources would be explored 
along with associated notions. The sources students must engage with can be in 
any Indian language, although for the discussions/lectures, there will be an 
emphasis on Bengali. The central objective is to dismantle notions of ‘youth’ and 
‘youthfulness’ from categories like chronological age, and to develop the 
students’ conceptualization of ‘age’, personhood, generation outside of the ways 
in which categories like ‘youth’ are usually made sense of within a predominant 
sociological approach.  
 
Students will work with regional language sources of diverse kinds – literary, 
journalistic, promotional, etc. This apart, the notion of the ‘regional’ must also be 
sufficiently problematized, particularly for articulations that might have 
emerged from transcultural relations. Students must work preferably on a 
particular period. At the beginning, there would be some general discussions/ 
lectures based on texts. Thereafter, students will have to discuss their research. 
Students will be continuously evaluated. They will be evaluated for their 
participation, discussing the assigned readings and their research. Students must 
write a paper based on their research on the subject of youthfulness in regional 
language imagination. 
 
 
 
Email: hia.soc@presiuniv.ac.in 
 

mailto:hia.soc@presiuniv.ac.in


Sessional: 

A book review and discussion of the book “ Ethnicity, State and Development: A Case Study of the 

Gorkhaland Movement” by Dr. Tanka Bahadur Subba.  The course intends to examine this early 

seminal work through latter research works on this subject. 

 

Thondup Bhutia. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This sessional will try and look into the poetry, politics and philosophy of friendship. It will 

specifically focus on the historical contexts for the emergence of the ideas of fraternity and sisterhood. 

The dialogue between these two forms of homosociality and the cultural politics of gendering that 

mediates its everyday life shall be understood. 

 

Nature of sociality amongst artist run spaces within the city should provide students the field though 

which they delve into the contemporary ideas, patterns and practices of friendship. Students can 

choose which form of art space to take as their field. 

 

Literature for this sessional paper shall look into studies on friendship, gender, intimate relations and 

cultural representations. 

 

Selected references for the sessional: 

 

Pangle, Lorraine Smith. 2002. “Aristotle and the Philosophy of Friendship." 5. Toronto: Cambridge. 

 

Agamben, Giorgio. 2004. Friendship. Sydney: University of Sydney. 

 

Foucault, Michel. 2010. Friendship as a Way of Life- Caring Labor: An Archive. 

 

Price, A W. 1990. Love and Friendship in Plato and Aristotle . Clarendon Paperbacks. 

 

Derrida, Jacques, 1997. Politics of Friendship. Verso 

 

Lynch, Sandra, 2002. ‘Aristotle and Derrida on Friendship’, Contretemps. 

 

 

Regards, 

Nabamita 



 

STUDY OF ONE’S OWN NEIGHBOURHOOD 

 

The sessional will ask the students to do a micro level ethnostudy of one’s own neighbourhood. 

Neighbourhood is taken for granted but it has a special significance as it fosters certain kind of 

interactions and thereby relationships and networks. These interactions are possible in local 

shops, markets (bazaars), parks, bus-stands and so on. The repeated interactions on the streets 

and in other places of one’s own neighbourhood build certain ties which can be friendly or 

otherwise. Furthermore, depending on the neighbourhood, we can find variations in the 

structure of the everyday life dynamics. The composition of residential structures creates 

differences between various forms of neighbourhood. We will find that social relations differ in 

urban, semi-urban and rural locales and neighbourhood plays an important role in it. 

Neighbourhood may also play an important role in the well being and happiness of individuals.   

Therefore, the present research will require the students to delve into their own 

neighbourhood sociologically and see the distinctiveness and peculiarity in the everyday world. 

Students may study their changing neighbourhoods, the interactions that happen, the networks 

that is created, the kind of social stratification it has, a specific community, role played by 

neighbourhood in the well being of an individual or a community or family or children or aged, 

how one’s neighbourhood treat an individual or a family belonging to a minority community if it 

is present, the idea of “para”, or anything that is related to one’s own neighbourhood. For 

preliminary reading, students can study Ferdinand Tonnies’s Community and association 

(Gemeinschaft und Gesellschaft), Max Weber’s The City and Simmel’s The Metropolis and 

Mental Life.   

 

 

ANTARA RAY 



Sessional topic: Crime and Social Theory 

Offered by: Dr. Souvik Mondal 

What is crime, exactly? Why does crime occur in societies? What are the different forms of crime? 
What is deviance or misdemeanour? Why are some behaviours considered as crimes in certain societies, 
but not in others? Is there a pattern to understand crime? Can we anticipate criminal behaviour 
beforehand? These are certain questions that have been bothering the sociologists from the very 
beginning. Durkheim, for example, spent a considerable time analysing the nature of anomie in 
European societies. Other social scientist have also raised and tried to answer questions regarding 
behaviours that are not ‘normative’. Some of these attempts have tried to focus on social or structural 
factors from macro level and other have focused on more micro level to understand criminal 
psychology. 

This sessional will introduce the students with theses social theories that would help them to understand 
and theories crime and deviance. Along with the traditional modes of criminality, new forms of crimes 
like cyberbullying could also be our topic of discussion. Contemporary reporting and portrayal of crime 
in media will also be a focus of our analysis. The barrage of crime thrillers and movies and its ever 
increasing demand and popularity ask for some specific discussions on the representational aspect of 
crime too.  

In this sessional, the regular linear teaching would not be practiced, rather every session would be 
interactive where the students would be encouraged to find topics to discuss and theorise.  
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Seeds and Sovereignty 

Niloshree Bhattacharya 

 

This sessional will look at the debate around GMOs (genetically modified organisms) in agriculture 

in India. Are GMOs necessary to feed the growing population? Are they harmful to the environment 

and health of consumers? How does it affect farmers’ and their livelihoods and sovereignty? There 

are diverse opinions on this from a variety of actors: seed companies, the government, farmers, and 

environmental NGOs. This sessional will look at the different ways of constructing truth and claims 

about GMOs at different sites. It will trace the beginning of biotechnology in India and the role of 

the state in regulation and policy making with regard to GM crops. It will also focus on the various 

movements which resist GMOs and the impacts of such movements on the state and the policy 

making.  

Students will have to write a term paper on the topic.  



Know your State 

 

This sessional shall follow the legacy of Binoy Ghosh’s (1917-1980) seminal work, 

Paschimbanger Sanskriti, published in 1957, and awarded the Rabindra Puraskar in 1959. 

This four volume work is based on Ghosh’s meticulous fieldwork across West Bengal’s 

districts, including several villages in Badhamman, Birbhum, Bankura, Purulia, Murshidabad, 

Nadia, and the 24 Parganas. Ghosh’s observations tell us a great deal about fecund interfaces 

of geography and culture, toponymy, religion, mythology, folklore, sacralising of birthplaces 

of poet-saints, architecture, temple lives, and caste-based and aesthetic professions. A most 

significant dimension of his research is about the peculiar syncretic lifeworlds of Bengal, 

evident among sectarian forms of Shaivism, Buddhism, Jainism, Dharma worship, Tantra, 

Islam, and Vaishnavism, among other religiosities. Taken together, these volumes are the 

richest source of ethnographic information about the state.  

Students would be expected to choose a village/area of the state based on their reading of 

Ghosh’s work and their own ethnographic inclinations, and revisit these places in the light of 

Ghosh’s fieldwork. They could also benefit from cross-references to works of Dinesh 

Chandra Sen, Sukumar Sen, Hitesh Ranjan Sanyal, Tarapada Santra, and even, Chintaharan 

Chakrabarti, Niharranjan Ray, among others. 

Students shall be expected to submit a written assignment, as well as make a visual/auditory 

presentation about their chosen field, at the end of the semester.   

 

Sukanya Sarbadhikary 



Sessional 

Topic – Ageing and Death 

 

Researches on ageing and death is an important part of gerontological studies, 

however, it is often neglected or avoided due to social constraints. People often 

find it difficult to talk about death with their parents which they feel might upset 

the latter. This causes a total failure of families and the entire society to 

understand the nuances of the inevitable destiny of human beings. Every day 

nearly 150,000 people die throughout the world and almost 75% of death causes 

due to ageing. (Belikov, 2018)Yet people have various taboos, social constraints 

and misconceptions about death.  

Culture greatly influences the formation of individual attitudes and concepts of 

life and death, and even the orientation of individual behaviour (Ke LS, 2017). 

In addition to examining the quality of life, it is important to study the quality of 

death locally and socially in every society.   

M Bradbury presented three general types of good death which should be 

treated as ideal types – the sacral type, medical type, and natural type. The 

sacral type valuation of good death is based on the belief in eternal life, where 

there is a possibility of salvation and/or revival in a of a certain kind.(Zawila, 

2016) Medical death is the one controlled not by religion but by medicine. The 

dying person is deprived of pain and the focus is on the physical symptoms of 

dying. The last category which is natural death as identified by Bradbury is 

without the support of medical interventions. 

Quality of death, quality of end care, choice of dying --- these concepts seem to 

a crucial problem for ageing. Elderly people fail to deal with death because of 

the apprehensive proscription attached with it. Good death can be defined from 

various perspectives like emotional, spiritual, pain free, place of death, etc and 

should be thoroughly studied and discussed with people.  A thorough 

introspection of death and ageing will help us to identify the required needs for 

elder people and could provide a better path for death.  

Although some useful studies exist, further research is needed to examine the 

ways that diversity is related to end-of-life issues. Sessional are invited in 

response to the aforesaid topic.  
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Sessional Topic

In this course the students are expected to review the following book:
'The Veil & the Male Elite: A Feminist Interpretation of Women's Rights in Islam_ Fatima
Mernissi'
The evaluation will be based on class discussions, presentation and a written assignment.

Sana Rahman



Farming India 

This paper will reflect on issues surrounding the new farm bills introduced and subsequently 

repealed by the Government of India after a long movement of farmers over 2020-21. We 

will focus on the bills, analyzing them from the perspective of a history of agrarian 

commercialization and state-agriculture relations in India, look for regional complexities in 

the emergence of an agricultural market, understand farmers’/agrarian actors’ subjectivities, 

consider the political form of the recent protests, and rethink the category of agriculture. 

Students will be encouraged to read the rich literature on agrarian sociology in India, analyse 

primary material from the events around the bills and the protests, and if possible, examine 

the social conditions and political opinions of agrarian actors from Bengal on these matters. 

 

UpalChakrabarti 



Sessional Odd Semester 2022 

 

Exploring Indian cities at the intersection of theory, experience and visual scape.  

It is undeniable that city making is a social process. According to Fran Tonkiss it entails that there 

exists a strong relationship between social and physical shaping of cities, between how people use, 

create and live in space, and the material production of urban environments. Indian cities over time 

have developed in different ways despite the over emphasis on the part of developmental 

institutions to make homogenizing spaces replicating many cities in the Western counterpart. 

Uniqueness of each city is manifest in its visual scape for example monuments, institutions, streets, 

neighbourhoods, modes of transport etc. and in the way cities are represented in literary texts, 

paintings and other myriad forms of art and culture.  However, the processes which produce distinct 

identity of city spaces are rife with contradictions and dichotomies. Experience of development 

rooted in skewed urbanisation in India has led to major conflict in the realm of urban 

transformation. It is interesting as well as intriguing how land, labour and capital are entangled in 

the web of contradictions and conflict more than ever to produce such spaces which are part urban- 

part rural, part global- part local, and part core part fringe/periphery. The objective of this sessional 

in this context is to look at the metropolis or the city using conceptual tools (such as production of 

space by Henry Lefebvre, frontier urbanism, global city, cultural alienation, blasé outlook, urban 

villages etc.) to understand how a city keeps emerging in the midst of changes yet retaining a distinct 

essence which reappears in its material culture.  

Students will be assigned readings in advance for discussions in class. It will be an ongoing 

assessment based on presentation of readings and participation.  

There will be an end term assignment where students will be required to write a term paper on any 

theme mentioned in the abstract relating it to the urban spaces in West Bengal.  

Dr. Suvrata Chowdhary 

Suvrata.soc@presiuniv.ac.in 



THE FEMINIATION OF SEXUAL DIVISION OF LABOUR 

 

The rationale for taking this seminar based discourse on women in Indian society was to 

grapple with the nuances of feminization of poverty for women .At this level of the social 

stratum, self-help groups are the primary source of financial, emotional and practical support. 

Such groups use participatory processes to include women in the decision-making processes 

as well as provide opportunities to share knowledge, common experiences, and solutions to 

problems. Through their participation, members help themselves and others by gaining 

knowledge and information, and by obtaining and providing support to one another. The 

impacts of such policies and the practices engendered by such microcredit programmes are 

very interesting to evaluate and learn from.  It addresses the immediate need of poverty 

alleviation through employment and thereby income generation.  Not to mention the long run 

goal of redressing the role of women in the economy as well as their status in the 

society.Tangible achievements such as employment generated and higher wage earnings by 

the targeted population serve as proxies for qualitative and largely immeasurable aspects such 

as women’s empowerment and the formation of crucial social capital of the economy, 

keeping the Marxist framework of looking at women’s labour in the backdrop. 

 

Keywords-feminization, gender based poverty, sexual division of labour 

 

 

EVALUATION-A 50 marks term paper of 1500-2000 words excluding title, 

footnotes/endnotes and references. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(BHASKAR CHAKRABORTI) 


