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About 

Prof. Anuradha Lohia is a molecular parasitologist who has done extensive 
research in the field of infectious disease. She is a Senior Professor and 
past-Chairperson of the Department of Biochemistry at the Bose Institute, 
Kolkata. Previously, she served as the founding Chief Executive Officer of 
the UK-India collaborative ‘Welcome Trust/ DBT India Alliance’ - an 
organization that supports excellence in medical research. She is currently 
the Vice Chancellor of the Presidency University, Kolkata 

 Prof. Lohia was born and raised in Kolkata. She completed her schooling 
from Modern High School for Girls in 1972, whereupon she entered the 
world-renowned Presidency College to pursue her bachelors degree in 
Physiology. She was an outstanding scholar, receiving medals in both her 
undergraduate and post graduate (MSc Physiology, Rajabazaar Science 
College, Calcutta University). She completed her doctoral thesis on the 
cell-surface of Vibrio cholerae from the Indian Institute of Chemical Biology, 
Jadavpur. 

 Following  postdoctoral work at New York University Medical Centre, she 
joined Bose Institute as a lecturer at the Department of Biochemistry. Her 
work at the Bose Institute received international acclaim, resulting in her 
being awarded multiple national and international awards and fellowships, 
including the Fogarty fellowship and the prestigious Rockefeller Foundation 
Biotechnology Career Award. She has been a visiting scientist at the 
Harvard School of Public Health, Boston University, Stanford University 
and the University of Virginia, USA. She has collaborated with many 
international scientists at the Bernard Nocht Institute (Hamburg, Germany), 
the University of Freiburg, Germany and the Technion, Haifa, Israel. She 
has published many original research papers in peer reviewed international 
journals, many of which have been cited for their importance. She has 



served on the editorial board of several national and international journals 
and as a committee member of prestigious task forces and scientific 
evaluation committees of the Government of India. 

 She received the National award for young women scientist from the 
Department of Biotechnology, Government of India and several awards 
from other agencies. She is an elected fellow of the Indian Academy of 
Sciences and an elected member of the Guha Research Conference, 
which is a premier body of outstanding scientists. She has received many 
peer reviewed grants from the Government of India and from the National 
Institutes of Health (USA). 

Qualifications 

972-76      B.Sc. (Hons), Presidency College, University of Calcutta, India 

1977-79      M.Sc., University of Calcutta, India 

1980-85      PhD (Biochemistry), IICB, University of Calcutta, India 

                  Thesis title: Studies on the cell surface of Vibrio cholerae 
                  Thesis supervisor: Dr Jyotirmoy Das. 

 

Biography 

Prof Lohia's doctoral thesis was on the biochemical structure of the cell 
surface of Vibrio cholerae. Her post-doctoral work at NYU medical Centre, 
USA was to develop a transfection system for the malaria 
parasite Plasmodium falciparum. After returning to India, she has been 
working in Bose Institute on understanding teh molecular mechanisms of 
the cell division cycle of Entamoeba histolytica - a protist parasite that is 
endemic in eastern India. She has made seminal discoveries in her area of 
study that has been acclaimed widely the world over. She has identified an 
active compound from a local medicinal plant that has the ability to kill 
amoeba. Her career path and different appointments are enumerated 
below. 
 



1980-1986                   Graduate student, Biophysics Division, Indian                                 
    Institute of Chemical Biology, Calcutta. 

1986-1988                   Post – doctoral fellow, Department of Biochemistry,  
            NYU Medical Centre, USA 

1988-1989                   CSIR Pool Officer, Department of Biochemistry,  
    Bose Institute, Calcutta. 

1989-1992                   Lecturer, Department of Biochemistry, Bose   
    Institute, Calcutta. 

1993-1997                    Senior Lecturer, Department of Biochemistry, Bose  
    Institute, Calcutta, 

1997- 2003                  Reader, Department of Biochemistry, Bose Institute,  
    Calcutta. 

2003-2007                   Professor, Department of Biochemistry, Bose   
    Institute, Calcutta. 

2007- present             Senior Professor, Department of Biochemistry, Bose  
    Institute, Calcutta. 

2009- 2012                  CEO, The Wellcome Trust DBT India Alliance,   
    Hyderabad, India 

(On lien from Bose Institute) 

2009- present             Adjunct Faculty, CDFD, Hyderabad, India 

2014-present               Vice-Chancellor, Presidency University, Kolkata. 

 

 

 



Research / Administrative Experience 

For the promotion of various research activities, Prof Lohia has served on 
many national and international committees described below. 

1. Associate Editor –a) Journal of Biosciences. b) PLoS NTD. 

2. Secretary, All India Cell Biology Society. 2005-2007. 
3. Member of Task forces and PAC in DBT, DST, CSIR, DRDO, Women’s 
 science panel and task force (DST). 
4. Trustee, member of Governing body of Manovikas Kendra Rehabilitation  
 and research institute for the handicapped. 
5. Member of RAP/SAC committees of NII, New Delhi (2003), NICED, 
 Kolkata (2008) and NCCS, Pune (2003- present). 
6. PI and coordinator of DST sponsored IRHPA facility at Bose Institute 
 (2005-2009). 
7. Scientist in charge of Bioinformatics centre at Bose Institute (2003-
 2005). 

8. Member of Governing Body, NII, New Delhi 2014-2017. 

9. CEO- The Wellcome Trust/DBT India Alliance, Hyderabad. 

10. Research Advisory committee member, LVPEI, Hyderabad. 

Teaching / Other Experience 

Her research collaborations/appointments in different universities are 
described below- 

Visting Scientist at- 

1991-1996       Harvard School of Public Health. 

1996                National University of Singapore. 

1997                Bernard Nocht Institute, Hamburg, Germany. 

2004-2007       University of Freiburg, Germany. 



2005-2008       University of Virginia, USA. 

2006-2008       Technion, Haifa, Israel. 

2006-2009       Stanford University. 

Post Graduate Supervision 

12 PhD students; 4 post-docs and 10 summer students 
 

Academic Memberships 

Awards and Affiliations: 
  

1992           Outstanding Young Person Award by North Calcutta Junior 
Chamber of Commerce. 

1992-94       Rockefeller Foundation Biotechnology Career Fellowship. 

1996           UNESCO Molecular and Cell Biology network award 

1997          Elected Member of Guha Research Conference, India 

1998          Elected Member of National Academy of Sciences, Allahabad, 
India. 

2001           DBT National Award for Young Woman Bioscientist. 

2005           Zee Astitva award. 

2005           Stree Shakti Science Sanman. 

2006           Elected Fellow of Indian Academy of Sciences, Bangalore,  
  India 
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