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About Me:

I am a Social and Development Geographer with research interests in political economy, urban transformation, social inequality, and development issues in India and the Global South. My work addresses themes such as land dispossession, peri-urban transformation, urban informality, geographies of work, and social inequality. 
Alongside teaching and research, I mentor students and contribute to interdisciplinary debates on society, space, and development.

1. Brief Career and Professional Experience:

· Current Position: Assistant Professor, Department of Geography, Presidency University, Kolkata, Since January 2014.
· Previous Position: Assistant Professor, Department of Geography, University of Gour Banga, Malda (From December 2011 to January 2014).
· Past Job Offer: Assistant Professor, Department of Geography, Mizoram Central University in 2011.

2. Current Research Interest:

· My research focuses on the political economy of urbanisation and urban transformation, with a particular emphasis on land policy, practices of dispossession, and their implications for development, inequality, and social justice.
3. Academic Qualifications:

· 2024-PhD: Title: "Urban Transformation in the Medium-Sized Cities in India: A Case Study of Siliguri". Institute of Development Studies, University of Calcutta, Kolkata.
· 2012-Mphil: Geography, New Delhi. Title: "Interstate and Social Inequalities of Child Undernutrition in India". Centre for the Study of Regional Development, Jawaharlal Nehru University, 
· 2009-M.A.: Geography, Centre for the Study of Regional Development, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. 
· 2007-B.A.: Geography, North Bengal University.
4. Scholarship Received: 
· University Grant Commission, Junior Research Fellowship (2009-2011).

· CSIR, Junior Research Fellowship, 2009 (Not opted)

5. Publications-Research Papers in Journals

· Barman, D., Choudhury, S. (2024): Land for urbanization: Shifting policies and variegated accumulation strategies in a fast-growing city in eastern India, Land Use Policy, 140, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2024.107111, (Impact Factor 6.1)
· Barman, D. (2023): Land Redevelopment, Real Estate and Capital in Urban Place-making: A Case Study of Siliguri, India, Environment and Urbanisation Asia, 14(2), https://doi.org/10.1177/09754253231193109, (Impact Factor 1.3)
· Springer, S., Jaykaushal, J., Barman, D. (2016): Fuck Neoliberalism (in Hindi), ACME, 15 (2).
· Barman, D. and Sarkar, S.(2013): Social Exclusion and Child Nutritional Status among the Scheduled Population in India, Developing Country Studies, 3(3).

· Barman, D. and Sarkar, S.(2013): Disabled Population: Work Participation and Employment Situation in India, Journal of Social Science and Linguistics, 2(2).

· Barman, D. (2011): Regional and Social Inequalities in Child Undernutrition in India: A policy perspective, Population Geography, 33(1-2). 
6. Publications- Book Chapters:
· Barman, D. (2025): Power structure and space, in Social Geography, edited by Sinha, S., and Nayak, D., IGNOU, New Delhi, ISBN: 978-93-6106-270-4
· Barman, D. (2025): Methods in Social Geography, in Social Geography, edited by Sinha, S., and Nayak, D., IGNOU, New Delhi, ISBN: 978-93-6106-270-4
· Barman, D. (2025): Mobility and Change, in Social Geography, edited by Sinha, S., and Nayak, D., IGNOU, New Delhi, ISBN: 978-93-6106-270-4
· Barman, D. (2020): 'Global’-izing Indian Cities: A Spatial Epistemological Critique" in "City Space and Politics in Global South"; edited by B. Choudhury, A. K. Singh, and D. Das, Routledge, New Delhi.
7. Publications: Book

· Barman, D. (2011): "Child Undernutrition in India: Inter-state and Social Inequalities", Lambert Academic Publication, ISBN 978-3-8443-9778-9.

8. Research Project, Grants and Consultancy:

· "The Evaluation of Land Records in West Bengal" (2024), Funded by NIUA and Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India. 

· ICSSR Seminar International Grant (2024-2025) as Convenor for Organising Seminar on Geography for Development, Economy, Society and Environmental Interactions" 

9. Academic and Invited Lectures: 
· Paper titled "From Tea Garden to Township: City Making in Siliguri, India" at the Centre for the Study of Regional Development, School of Social Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, 31 October 2025.

· Paper titled "Unfinished Township, Entangled Capital, and Uncertainties in an Indian City, at the International Seminar on "Emerging Issues in Environment, Livelihood and Development: A Future Road Map Towards Sustainable Earth," organized by the Department of Geography & Applied Geography, North Bengal University, 27 January 2024.

· Paper titled "Land Redevelopment, Real Estate and Capital in Urban Place-making," Giri Institute of Development Studies, Lucknow, India, 08 September 2023.
· Paper titled "Emerging aspects of Rural Economy and Tribal Life in Bolpur", Centre for the Study of Regional Development, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, 20 December 2015.

10. Conference Paper:
· Paper titled "Variegated and Nuanced Pathways of Accumulation by Dispossession in a Contested Urban Development Project in Siliguri, India", 46th IIG Annual Meet and International Conference on "". HNB University, 2025. 

· Paper titled "Accumulation by Dispossession in the Making Real Estate Private Capital: A case study in a Medium-Sized Indian City", 45th IIG Annual Meet and International Conference on "Mapping The Future: Geography For A Better World ". North Eastern Hill 2025. 
· Paper titled "Land dispossession, Aborted Capital and Unfinished Township in Siliguri, West Bengal", 44th IIG Annual Meet and International Conference on "Shaping Tomorrow: Society, Culture, and the Environment in an Interconnected World". Cotton University, Guwahati, 2024

· Paper titled "Geographies of Real Estate, Capital and Transformation in Siliguri" in the International Conference on  Urbanization, Urban Environment and Sustainability, in the Himalayan and Sub-Himalayan Region, Organised by North Bengal University, Siliguri, 2023.
· Paper titled 'Urban transformation and the land question in Siliguri', 42nd IIG Annual Meet and International Conference on "Geography For People, Planet, Prosperity And Peace ". Department of Geography, Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune, 2021

· Paper titled "Geographies of Rural Gentrification in India: A case study of Bolpur, West Bengal", Association of American Geographers, New Orleans, United States of America, 2018
· Paper titled "Urban Development and Redevelopment in the Emerging Cities" X International Geographical Union Conference on Urbanization, Health & Well Being and Sustainable Development Goals, Osmania University, Hyderabad, 2017.
· Paper titled International Geographical Union (IGU) Regional Conference, Moscow Lomonosov University, August 2015. 

11. Workshop Participation:
· 'Urban Research workshop' at the Indian Institute of Human Settlement, Bangalore, India, July 2014. 

· 'Research Methods on Gender Issues in Labor' workshop organized by V.V. Giri National Labor Institute, Sector-24, Noida, September 2011. 

· 'Social Research Methods' workshop organized by the Centre for the Study of Regional Development, School of Social Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. March 2011.

· 'Politics of exclusion textbook as site' workshop organized by Programme for the Study of Social Exclusion and Discrimination, School of Social Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. March 2011.
12. Organizer:

· Convenor, ICSSR Sponsored International on "Geography for Development, Economy, Society and Environmental Interactions", 27-29 January 2025
· Jt. Convener for the National Seminar at the Department of Geography, University of Gour Banga, on 'River, Flood and Natural Resource Management, in March 2013
13. Courses Designed and Taught:
· Courses Designed and Taught at M.Sc. Geography programme: Social Geography, Geography of Social Well-being, Contemporary Social Issues in India, Geographical Thought, Research Methodology, Qualitative Methods.
· Courses Designed and Taught at the B.Sc Geography programme: Geography in Daily Life, Rural Development, Social Geography, Geographical Thought.
14. M.Sc. Dissertation Supervision:
Supervised over twenty-five postgraduate students' dissertations in my academic career.
